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CAN WOMEN BE ELECTED COUNTY Hue wiih tale months aforesaid received union or parochial 


COUNCILLORS ? relief or other alms; or 
By Mr C G B (c) Is disentitled under any Act of Parliament. — 
y Mr. Corrig GRANT, BARRISTER-AT-LAw. By the same Act (sec. 11, sub-sec. 3) it is provided that 


Tue answer to the important question whether or not women | Very person who is qualified to elect town councillors shall 
can be elected to the County Councils can only be given be qualified to be elected and to be a councillor. Further, 
finally by a court of law, after a woman has been nominated by sec. 63 of the same Act, it is enacted that “For all 
as a candidate, or elected for some constituency. It may be | Purposes connected with, and having reference to, the right 
raised by her nomination merely, if the returning officer will to vote at municipal elections, words in this Act importing 
take upon himself to reject her as disqualified. In all pro- the masculine gender include women.” If sections 9 and 11 
bability, however, the returning officers will decline to take had stood alone, without this explanatory section 63, the 
the responsibility of such a course, entailing, as it will do, the | question would have arisen whether the word ferson in each 
trouble and expense of an action at law. It will be raised for of the two sections included a woman. By Lord Brougham’s 
a certainty, if a woman can win an election. Act (13 and 14 Vict., c. 21) it is enacted that “ All words 
Whether women ought to be eligible for the County | !mporting the masculine gender shall be deemed and taken 
Council I do not stop to argue. There can be no question | to include females,” and probably it would have been held 
about it; and I think some blame attaches to the Women’s | that the word imported the masculine gender. 
Suffrage Society that it did not make the law clear when the The argument might have been put thus: Person is a 
Local Government Bill was before Parliament. Women, as | word which must import some gender. It either imports 
Lady Aberdeen truly said the other day, do not claim rights: the masculine gender, and then Lord Brougham's Act 
they only ask for leave to perform their duties. | Can they makes it include the feminine, or it imports the feminine, 
be elected, then, is the question I put to myself, asa mere, | OF %t imports both. But sec. 63 has declared that 
dry, legal query. in all questions connected with the right tf vote, 
The right to vote and to be elected at the County Council | words in the Act importing the masculine gender include 
elections is given by sec. 2 of the Local Government Act | women. The conclusion is, therefore, that words in the Act 


(51 and 52 Vict, c. 41), which provides that connected with the right fo be elected do not. It seems to me 
The Council of a county, and the members thereof, shall be con- that it cannot be denied that there is a wide distinction 
stituted and elected . . - . in like manner asthe council ofa | between the right to vote and the right to be elected. The 
borough divided into wards. one is not necessarily the same as the other, and in man 
Accordingly we must go to the Act which governs muni- | cases the two things are different. If the argument is Logical, 


cipal elections in our search for further information. By | my answer to the question I have put must be “ no.” 
the Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 and 46 Vict., c. The conclusion is not the one to which I should have 
50), the burgesses of a borough are to be the electors. | desired to have come. It does not, in my opinion, affect in 
Therefore, anyone who can be a burgess in a borough can the least the question whether women should contest con- 
be an elector in a county. By sec. 9:— | stituencies because women ought to be elected to the County 
(1) A person shall not be deemed a burgess for any purpose of this Councils; and the quickest way to clear the road thither is 
Act unless he is enrolled as a burgess. for them to show, by a legal decision, that at present it is 
(2) A person shall not be entitled to be enrolled as a burgess unless | barred. 
he is qualified as follows :— 5 
( i weber a6 in any year, and has been during th 
I ; nm durin: e 
whole of the thes last jrecoding were months, in cocepation joie IMPORTANT MEETING. 


or of any house, warehouse, counting-house, shop, or other : ; ; 
cite hcablemetcloaaiaepepeoviatiebome' | Ceuta cou af Se Jamers Hall Padi, 6 te 
(c) Has during the whole of those twelve months resided in the | Purpose of advocating the return of women as members of 
borough, or within seven miles thereof; and _ the new County Councils. 
(d) Has been rated in respect of the qualifying property to all poor The meeting on Saturday was to find the best workers for 
rates made during — twelve months for the parish wherein the the cause, and to support the candidature of those who had 
tuate ; an didat 
Property is sitom'pefore the 2oth of the same July, paid all such rates | already been secured— Margaret Lady Sandhurst, for ont of 
including borough rates (if any), as have become oo by him in | the Metropolitan Divisions, Miss Jane Cobden for Bow 
org pe of the qualifying property up to the then last preceding sth | Division, Mrs. Massingberd for Lindsey Division of Lincoln- 
7 ree person so qualified shall be entitled to be enrolled as a shire, and > Mcliqul for the Tewkesbury Division of 
i icgpe! has oF 288 | Gloucestershire. In spite of the dense fog which enveloped 
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London that afternoon, and the number of attractive enter- 
tainments going on at the same hour, the attendance was 
both large and influential. The platform was occupied by 
the speakers and the prominent members of the electoral 
committee. 

Mr. F. A. Channing, M.P., presided. Before addressing 
the meeting he read a letter of apology from the Countess of 
Aberdeen, whom a previous engagement in the cause of the 
Women’s Liberal Federation had called away to Torquay. 
She expressed the warmest sympathy with the object in view, 
and wished the proceedings every success as the starting 
point of a great movement for the development of woman as 
a political influence. Mr. Channing then proceeded to point 
out very clearly that the duty before the meeting was to do 
all in their power to vindicate and assert a right which was 
challenged by some, notwithstanding that reason pointed to 
the justice of the claim. The good of the commur ity at 
large, not merely of those who would by its means be able 
to exercise their powers and votes, was at stake in the 
assertion of that right. Personally he had the sincerest 
sympathy with the object in view, and he admired the public 
spirit of those ladies who were offering the energy of their 
service to their country in the County Councils. The vital 
question before them was—Can women who have votes, and 
who are also eligible to sit upon School Boards and Board of 
Guardians—can they sit upon the new County Councils? 
He could see no essential difference. Nearly forty 
years ago Lord Brougham inserted in an Act of 
Parliament a clause providing that where the masculine 

’ gender was used the term should include females unless 
there was an express provision to the contrary. here wasa 
similar provision in the Municipal Corporations Act, 1882. 
But their opponents held that so far as County Councils were 
concerned, the clause conferred the right of voting only. 
But such a statement was no proof, and the matter remained 
an open question. Supposing, however, that the law stood 
against them, then they should only try to get it altered either 
in the law courts or on the floor of the House of Commons. 
It was his strong advice to those women-candidates who had 
consented to stand to go on with their candidature, and it 
was his firm belief that the first rejected nomination would be 
the surest way to break down the existing barrier. The 
speaker having emphasised his arguments in favour of women 
becoming members by showing how the work to be done was 
especially suitable to them as women, called upon Mrs. 
Chant to address the meeting. 

Mrs. ORMISTON CHANT, in a singularly fluent and 
interesting speech, placed in the brightest light the almost 
sacred functions which would devolve on women as County 
Councillors; and summarily reviewing the duties which 
would be committed to their care, from looking after 
pauper lunatics, down to seeing that the Wild Birds’ 
Protection Act was enforced, proved that women rather than 
men were especially fitted for the majority of the functions 
which would naturally fall to the lot of the County Councillors, 
Party politics should be kept out of the question entirely, 
and all differences sunk for the common weal. It was, there- 
fore, with the greatest pleasure, and with a strong hope in the 
future, that she moved the first resolution: “That this 
meeting is of opinion ‘that county electors should not be 
restricted to one sex in their choice of a qualified and 
competent representative, and cordially approves of the 
movement for promoting the return of women as County 
Councillors.” 

The motion was supported by Mrs. Massingberd, a land- 
owner in Lincolnshire, who spoke vigorously and gave a good- 
humoured freshness to the arguments upon which she dwelt. 
She stated that she was a landowner in the county named, 
and that gentlemen of the landowning class were being 
invited to come forward as candidates. Even a labourer on 
her estate might be returned. Yet because of her sex it was 
said that she could not be elected. Did she gain any 
advantage from the alleged disqualification? No. The 
authorities did not say, “She is only a poor, dear woman ‘ 
she shall pay only half the taxes.” The farmer could till the 
soil, that she could not do ; but her time being more at her 
disposal she could look with greater satisfaction after the 
interests of the fricndless and the weak, whose wants appealed 
with special eloquence to the tenderness of her sex. If “ poor 
dear women,” who attracted so much pity, had half their 
taxes remitted because of their helpless womanhood, well 
and good—she would require nothing more! But there she 
was, taxed to the uttermost, just as much as a man would be 
in her place, and she was quite determined to claim a tax- 
payer’s privileges and his share in the management of the 


people’s welfare. The motion was then carried unanimously, 

The Dowager Lady SanpHuRsT was the next to speak in 
support of the objects of the meeting. One by one she 
brought forward all the points of the case, dwelling with 
incisive emphasis on those which had not previously been 
alluded to. She claimed that the presence of women on the 
Councils was absolutely necessary, and that there were things 
sure to arise which could be far better dealt with by women 
than by men. Before concluding she declared that if her 
candidature were successful she would bring all her influence 
to bear upon improving the condition of women and children. 

Miss JANE CospeEN then followed with an impressive 
speech, characterised by that earnestness and convinced 
intelligence which always add force to her words on the 
Home Rule question whether they are heard pleading for 
the Irish in England or offering them her warmest fellow- 
feeling in the land of their birth. 

Mrs. McQuiLHaM, who for eight years has had a seat on 
the Tewkesbury Board of Guardians, while her husband 
occupied a similar position on the Cheltenham Board, 
explained her reasons for coming forward as a candidate for 
the Tewkesbury Division of the County Councils. Experience 
had taught her what great and much-needed reforms women, 
acting in behalf of the people, had been able to effect by 
their watchful care of the rights of the lowly and weak. She 
quoted instances of the exposure of abuses through their 
quiet agency. As a married woman, trading under the 
Married Women’s Act, and as an experienced guardian of the 
poor, she is undoubtedly in every way eligible for the post 
which it would be her study to fill to the advantage of those 
whose interests might be entrusted to her supervision. 

Mr. WaLTER McLarEN, M.P., moved the second resolu- 
tion-- namely—“ That this meeting hears with satisfaction of 
the candidature of Margaret Lady Sandhurst and Miss 
Cobden for the London County Council, and of Mrs. 
Massingberd in Lincolnshire, and Mrs. MeQuilham for Tewkes- 
bury, and hopes that other ladies will.be invited to seats on 
County Councils and Town Councils.” Having entered very 
fully into the legal doubt involved, he gave it as his opinion 
that if an effort were not made at the first election to secure 
the return of women judgment might go by default in the 
future. Even asa test case, the object in view was worthy of 
powerful support. If success crowned their energy, then a 
precedent would be established for the introduction of the 
future district councils, the formation of which was only a 
matter of time. The candidates could not be expected to 
defray all the expense of their candidature, and it was calcu- 
lated that £250 would be sufficient (unless the legality of 
their action had to be fought out in the law court) to clear 
the accounts. Of this up to the present only £50 had been 
received. So far as the legal side of the question went, all he 
could say was that if he were the nominating clerk he would 
rather run the risk of illegality in allowing women into the 
County Councils than run the risk of illegality in keeping 
them out. 

Miss FLORENCE BALGARNIE seconded the motion, and 
laid great stress on the need which existed for women’s 
education in the politics of the day. Not only were the 
great majority of women in ignorance concerning their 
eligibility as County Councillors, but vast numbers of both 
men and women were unaware of the fact that women could 
vote under the Local Government Act. The speaker quoted 
an instance which came under her notice of a registering 
clerk returning a list of electors in his district without the 
single name of a woman on it from beginning to end. 
Woman’s own apathy in the matter was greatly to blame. 
The motion on being put to the vote was carried 
unanimously. 

Mrs. CHARLES MALLET, with a few appropriate remarks, 
proposed a vote of thanks to the chairman, whom an impor- 
tant engagement in the House of Commons had called away 
from his post. It was seconded by Mr. Newton Wilson, and 
passed by acclamation. 

Mr. Wilson, in his speech, pointed out that in North 
Islington there are eleven hundred lady electors; and that, 
if proportional voting were adopted, the lady electors of 
London would be entitled to 10 per cent. of the repre- 
sentation. 

Before the meeting dispersed Mr. Philips, a gentleman 
in the body of the hall, who announced that he himself 
was a candidate for a county councillorship, spoke of 
the excellent work done by women on the London 
School Board, and expressed himself strongly in favour of 
women making a struggle to secure a place in the future 
management of local affairs. 
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COTTAGE POLITICS.—I. 


“They cared—he thought most of them there—only for politics as 
they directly or indirectly, remotely or immediately, led to more light, 
more comfort being shown in the cottage and the home.”—Fohn 
Morley. : 

“To make a happy fireside, clime wi’ weans and wife, 
That's the true pathos and sublime of human life.” —Burns 


WOMEN’S HELP ON ALLOTMENTS. 
By Mrs. TuckKWELL. 


“Much food is in the tillage of the r, but there is that i 
destroyed for lack of ie poe at is 


In a remote village, which might be called “the other end 
of nowhere,” are 200 acres of arable land, let out in small 
holdings and allotments. In 1885 it was unremunerative 
glebe land, representing the income of the incumbent: it is 
now, though let on terms much below the previous allotment 
rent of the district, productive to the landlord, and remune- 
rating the holders beyond their hopes. 

There are about 80 allotments, varying mostly from half 
an acre to two acres; the farmhouse being divided between 
two families, who each rent about 30 acres of land. F.x- 
cepting these and three other tenants, the holders are all 
weekly wage-earners, who can give only their spare time to 
the land when their day’s work is done, and much of their 
strength exhausted with their ten hours’ toil. Only the 
consciousness of the land being their own, and the fruit of 
their labours exclusively for themselves and their families, 
would spur them to the continued toil. Through the 


summer a horn sounds for them at 5-30 a.m. to begin work ; 
at 5-30 p.m., it sounds again to release them, Home they 
go, and as soon as they have had their tea you may see them 
trooping down to the “ Radical,” as they call the farm, where 
they work unceasingly till dark, often even by moonlight. 

The question may well be asked—‘‘ How can they profit- 
ably manage so much as two acres of land in addition to 
their regular work ?” 

It is because the women help them! You see them as 
busy, as bright, as ready and hardworking on the land as if 
they had nothing else to do—hoeing, digging, reaping, tying, 
amongst potatoes, beans, barley, wheat. Patiently they work 
on, stimulated by the feeling that they are helping the men, 
who come home tired from the work, which in their self-for- 
getfulness, the women believe to be harder than their own ; 
even children, when old enough, lending their little aid, 
carrying tools, and wheeling barrows. 

Being anxious to make this more particularly a woman's 
article, I went to an old neighbour whom I had often seen 
active in the field, and who had extorted, in my hearing, 
from a man loading for her the opinion that “she was the 
best farmer of the two,” her husband being bowed with age 
and rheumatism, yet not past work. ‘Mrs. ——,” I said, 
“T have been asked to write an article on our allotments. I 
think we can all help in this, and if you are not too busy to 
tell me your experience, you will be of great service to me 
and perhaps to others, who will see from what you tell me 
how much can be done by diligence and goodwill.” 

My old friend is 68 years of age. She said : “ You sec, 
mum, I’m always busy: the house things have been left ; the 
harvest was so late this year, we were cutting barley when we 
ought to have been among the taters. I get up at 6 a.m. in 
summer—not unaccountably early rising; feed my pig, get 
my breakfast, and work seven hours in the field, a day on and 
off, you know—one don’t allus’ feel alike. My husband, you 
see, has regular work, and his master would not release him ; 
he told him he must do his own work and pay a man to do 
our land. We've two acres and we had 27 bags (81 bushels) 
of barley and wheat. We cut it all in two days, my son 
giving two hours help. My rheumatism gave me pain, but 
I hoed every bit on it over myself once. M husband 
brings me ros. a week, and if I’d not something to look 
to, what should I do, for there’s all’us a bit of *bacca or 
something out of that. I can scrabble along in the summer 
very well. No! moderate work don’t hurt anyone. Onder- 
hand work hurts no woman ; its over-head and lifting heavy 
things as strains and mauls her.” ; 

I told her some folk thought the men would get tired of 
the work. “ Not while it yields,” she said emphatically. 

( To be continued. ) 


IRELAND. 


(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.) 


William O’Brien, M.P., addressed a meeting of his con- 
stituents at Mallow, on Sunday last. Fully 20,000 people 
were assembled to hear the nervous oratory of their beloved 
representative. He was accompanied by Messrs. T. J. 
Condon, M.P., Flynn, M.P., Hooper, M.P., and quite a host 
of clergymen. Contingents came from the most remote 
parts of Cork, and though the various railway companies 
boycotted the meeting, thereby robbing their shareholders of 
no inconsiderable amount, the far distant.counties of Kerry, 
Limerick, and Waterford were to the fore. A novel feature 
was the assembling of several hundreds G.A.A., in their 
picturesque though many-coloured costumes. Mr. O’Brien 
spoke with his usual fire and energy, and, in the course of 
his magnificent speech, paid a noble tribute to the memory 
of his fellow-prisoner—poor John Mandeville. A host of 
addresses were presented from branches suppressed and 
unsuppressed of the Irish National League and public 
Gaelic Association, and though the usual force of police were 
present, the proceedings passed off quietly. Two Govern- 
ment notetakers were present. 


* & 
* 


Tom Moroney has, after an imprisonment of 23 months, 
been released by order of his gaoler, Judge Boyd ; like every 
act of the Irish Government, it is too late. If, when the 
Castle authorities received an official report of the alarming 
state of the mental and bodily health of their captive—or if, 
after a demand by at least 80,000 citizens of Dublin, in 
public meeting assembled—or after a demand made by the 
Corporation of Dublin, and every public body in Ireland for 
Moroney’s release, he had been released, the Irish nation 
would be grateful. But no matter how the people may 
rejoice at the release of a brave and generous man, they 
cannot forget that the Government yielded not totheir demand, 
but to a demand made in Parliament, backed up by a large 
number of Gladstonian M.P.’s. Hence, though his country- 
men, far and wide, celebrate his release with bonfires and 
illuminations, and every manifestation of joy, they cannot 


feel grateful to the hand that released him. 
* & 


Following the precedent set in ignoring the verdict of the 
coroner's jury in the Michelstown case, ‘‘ Pether-the- 
Packer” Attorney General sought to protect from his just 
punishment the policeman who so brutally stabbed to 
death an unoffending citizen in Midleton. The Attorney- 
General caused no bill to be sent before the grand jury at the 
present Winter Assizes ; but he reckoned without his host. 
Chief Baron Pallas, in his address to the Grand Jury, 
expressed his surprise at the action of the Attorney-General, 
and stated that the next of kin of the murdered man could 
prosecute on the capital charge ; hearing which, the Attorney- 
general asked for an adjournment to next assizes— Tib’s Eve. 

* + 
* 

Father Kennedy is at present confined in the hospital of 
the Cork County Gaol, previous to which he was 92 hours 
without exercise, and required to pick oakum. It was only 
when he was prostrated with illness that he was removed to 
the hospital, where he now lies in a dangerous condition. Mr. 
Balfour stated it was contrary to canonical law to disrobe a 
clergyman. Surely canonical law ought to be equally op- 
posed to a clergyman picking oakum. Father Kennedy’s 
fellow-prisoners, before his removal to hospital, were two of 
the most abandoned ruffians in Cork County. 
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|BY OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENTS. ] 


THURSDAY.—THIRTIETH Day. 


The practical joker Molloy, freshly released from Hollo- 
way prison, was, to-day, among the audience in court. From 
a back bench he watched the proceedings the whole time, and 
had a good opportunity of observing the demeanour of Mr. 
James Buckley, late of the Fourth Battalion Royal Munster 
Fusiliers, under circumstances of a somewhat trying nature. 
Buckley is a tall, straight-limbed young man of twenty-seven 
years of age, who seems, in his short career, to have dabbled 
in every species of iniquity, to which, it may be added, he 
owns with a frankness worthy of a better cause. He became 
a member of the Fenian Brotherhood, took the oath of the 
I.R.B,, graced Fenian and Land League meetings impartially 
with his presence, and was prepared to “run with the hare 
or hunt with the hounds,” as best served his interests. Ina 
perfectly unmoved manner he made such statements as that | 
he had been ordered to shoot one Roche, his next-docr 
neighbour, that he had borrowed a revolver for the purpose, 
- he had practised shooting at a target (a stone about the size 
of a man’s head), which he learned to hit at a distance of 
twelve yards; but, as self-preservation is the first law of 
nature, this astute young patriot took the precaution to con- 
ceal his weapon in a ditch, and to arrange with two of his 
friends that after the murder they were to swear he had been 
in the village with them all the time, and could not, therefore, 
have been concerned in the outrage. He then went on to 
say that ona fair June evening, between seven and eight 
o'clock, he met Roche in a field, seized him by the collar, 
and tried to discharge four chambers of the revolver in his 
brain (he indignantly denied having pulled the trigger more 
than four times), but, probably owing to the dampness of 
the ditch in which the revolver had been secreted, nothing 
occurred but a “click, click” which did no damage to the 
intended victim, who set up a shout of “murder,” while 
Buckley made his way as fast as he could to the cabin of his 
alibi:provers. His next move was to give information to the 
police “to divert suspicion from himself,” a plan which 
appears to have answered, as there was an investigation, and, 
for some reason not made quite clear to the court, he was 
only bound over to keep the peace in two sureties of £10 
each. Of course, Sir Charles suspected what, in the Irish 
police force, is known as a “faked-up outrage” between 
Buckley and Roche; but this the witness denied, repeating 
that he had fully intended to kill him. Asked if he had been 
expelled from the Kerry Militia, he said, “Certainly not; I | 


was told I could be discharged if I liked, and I availed myself 
of the opportunity.” He also added that he had received a 
certificate of good conduct with his discharge. 
it,” said Sir Charles. But first he said he had not got it, | 


“Produce | 


then that he had destroyed it, “‘as I did not want it.” Asked | 
where he had committed this foolish holocaust, he said he | 
forgot, but ultimately thought he had “torn it up in the road.” 
At one time he resided in Marylebone, and was told by 
persons, whose whereabouts he could not tell now, that he 
was suspected of being an Irish detective, and “that I would | 
get a stroke on the head, and I didn’t like the sensation.” 
In conversation with a friend, whom he has also lost sight of, 
he denied any connection with the force, and to prove his | 
sincerity and clear his character, he originated what a con- | 
ventionally-minded person might think a rather extraordinary | 
method. He then and there assaulted a policeman! “I just 
threw him down and ‘riz’ him up again.” He paid for the | 
popularity which he expected to gain by this forcible argu- 
ment by a fortnight spent in Holloway Gaol. Altogether 
Buckley’s evidence, to be of any practical value, would have 
to be corroborated by more reliable witnesses. Is it not 
rather a farce to put on his oath a man who, by his own 
admission, is a perjurer and a would-be assassin? His 
evidence was throughout coherent, and his answers given 
unhesitatingly. 


FRIDAY.—THIRTY-FIRST Day. 


Before the trinity of judges made their appearance this 
morning, copies of to-morrow’s United Ireland were being 
studied in court by little groups of twos or threes. To the 
uninitiated this may appear an anachronism, but the fact is 
that United 4reland, dated December 15th, is sold in London 
on the 14th. Their lordships appeared with that look of 
satisfaction which a student of human nature will have 
noticed on the faces of the boys at the breaking-up day of a 
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public school. Even Mr. Justice Day looked frolicsome, 
until the Attorney-General, in the most solemn tones, drew 
the attention of the court to an article in United Ireland, 
and prayed that Mr. O’Brien, proprietor and editor of the 
paper, should be ordered to attend before their lordships on 
Tuesday for alleged contempt, the Zimes being referred to 
as “the forger,” the inquiry as the “ Forgeries Commission,” 
which the writer desired should “come to the point.” Mr. 
Reid then stood up and replied with a /u guogue, begging 
that the Warden of Merton College, Oxford, should be 
restrained from making such speeches as had been reported 
in the Zimes, when, with reference to the invitation extended 
to Messrs. Dillon, Davitt, Henry George, and Hyndman, 
by the Oxford Palmerston Club, Mr. Brodrick (the 
Warden), said, “no doubt, they would gladly invite the 
Whitechapel murderer if he could bz found.” Mr. Reid 
added that the Attorney-General had acted “ without the 
slightest provocation.” For this the President and Mr. 
Justice Smith, reproved Mr. Reid, who said, in excuse, that 
“he felt very strongly about the matter.” This produced a 
beautiful burst of pathos from Sir James Hannen, who 
declared, “‘I would this instant throw up this Commission 
on account of these interferences with the course of justice ; 
but a duty is imposed on me which I cannot get rid of, and 
I am bound to the stake.” The judges then retired for con- 
sultation, and on their return announced that they would 
sit to-morrow (Saturday), when Mr. O’Brien must attend ; 
the matter of Mr. Brodrick to wait over until after the 
recess. O'Connor, the informer, was then produced for his 
deferred cross-examination by Sir Charies. He did not, in 
any respect, alter his previous evidence, but looked decidedly 
uncomfortable under the production of a letter which he had 
written to his brother, and in which he said, “I have got 
myself summoned by the Zimes. I thought I could make a 
few pounds by the transaction, but I find I cannot unless I 
would sware ‘square’ things. Anyhow, I can see English 
doctors at their expense.” A telegram was put in which did 
not add to the witness’s credibility, and all Sir Charles’s able 
cross-examination did, was to prove the utter unworthiness 
of O'Connor's testimony. O’Connor is a pale, sick-looking 
man, who scrambled in and out of the box. In connection 
with the Connell ovtrage at Milltown, Malbay, a quaint, old 
Irish woman, with a brown shawl over her head, was led in. 
She immediately turned her back upon their lordships, 
clasped the desk with both hands, and faced the Zimes’ 
counsel, whom she addressed as “My Lord.” Owing to 
chronic asthma, and that even more relentless and incurable 
disease—old age—her answers were almost indistinct, and the 
official shorthand writer came beside her. To him she 
became sweetly confidential, called him “honey,” and 
appealed to him when she did not understand a question. 


| She refused to state her age, and, probably to hide her very 
' natural and feminine resentment, drank a great gulp of the 
| water placed near her. ‘“ Take care, Mrs. Connell,” said Mr. 
| Lockwood, “that’s only water.” An accummulation of long 


pent-up laughter suddenly overflowed, when the Attorney- 
General was understood to protest. ‘I beg your pardon, my 
Lord,” said the irrepressible member for York city, my 

(the President) having enjoyed the joke as much as anyone 
present, ‘‘I am anxious to assure my learned friend the 
Attorney-General that nothing was farther from my intention 
than to hurt my learned friend’s feelings!” Connell ji/s was 


| then produced, but all he could or would say about his age 


was that he was seventeen at the time of the Crimean war, 
A most garrulous witness this, whom Mr. Reid soon dismissed 
with the pathetic admission that he was “too much” for 
him. When the court was cleared, Connell was still talki: 
volubly in the lobby. Head Constable Brady then peared 
and when he retired the Atwonney-General intimated that 
Burke, and those other witnesses whose cross-examination 
had been postponed, had been kept in London until that 
day. They would now return to Ireland, and would have to 
be subpoenaed by the other side if required. Mr. Reid said 
that he had it, “on hearsay,” of course, that Mr. William 
O’Brien had left London for Ireland to attend a meeting, 
where he could not say, and could not appear the next day. 
ee co still with the look of a person who has 
a painful duty to perform, pressed for his before 
Christmas, but finally the hard-worked President, whose hard 
work may be judged by the fact that he has now listened to 
the answers to nearly 33,000 questions since the commence- 
ment of the inquiry—stated plainly that “ my brothers are 
entirely free from acting in the matter. It would be incon- 
venient to me to attend for this special purpose, so we adjourn 
until the 15th of January.” 
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NOTES FROM NEWNHAM. 


BY OUR CORRESPONDENT. 


Peruaps the term that is just over may be considered a 
typical one of life at Newnham. In it all, or nearly all, the 
new students for the year appear, and the first business of 
the second and third year students is to call on all of 
them, take them for a walk, ask them to a cocoa or coffee 
party, and try to make them comfortable and happy. 
This, of course, goes on in the hours set apart for exercise or 
rest, since the working hours are far too precious to be lightly 
given away ; fur so much work has to be done for the par- 
ticular tripos that any student takes up, and only three 
years may be devoted to it, some of which is naturally 
vacation. . 

But, probably, not the work so much as the play is 
interesting to outsiders, that it will be well to mention some 
of the amusements. ‘ 

Every evening, the hour after dinner is occupied with the 
meetings of one or more of the different societies of the 
College, such as the Political, the Historical, the Classical 
Club, the Recital Society or the Debating Society, and on 
Thursdays the students usually dance. 

The Political Club represents as nearly as possible “ our 
brethren at Westminster,” to whom reference is often made, 
and possesses a Cabinet, with Prime Minister, Speaker, S&c. 
Bills are introduced by members of the Cabinet, or by 
private members, and any member of the club is at liberty 
to speak. The House is divided into Liberal-Unionists, 
Conservatives, and Radicals, of which the first named are 
at present in power. 

The clubs belonging—if they may be so described—to the 
different triposes meet once or twice in the term, and 
generally a paper is read on some subject arising from the 
special work of the members of that club, and is followed by 
a short discussion. 

The Debating Society holds two debates in the October 
and Lent terms, and one in the Easter term, to any of which 
visitors may be invited. The first in the past term was to 
consider the inadequacy of the domestic training given to girls, 
but on the mattter being put to the vote, it was very evident 
that the members considered their own training entirely 
sufficient, for-the motion was lost by a large majority. The 
motign for the second debate was, that “Fashion is morally, 
socially, intellectually, and aesthetically injurious.” A 
most amusing ciscussion followed, and although the motion 
was finally lost, it was only by a majority of four. 

The debate lasts about two hours. Then tea, cake, &c. 
are handed round, the hall is rapidly cleared of chairs and 
dancing begins. Many of the students dance exceedingly 
well, and all enjoy it immensely, even the on-lookers, but all 
too soon the piano is closed, the visitors depart, and the 
students repair to their own or their friends’ rooms for cocoa 

ies. These are a great institution, and on festive 
occasions, for instance on debate nights, are often kept up 
until midnight. On ordinary nights quiet reigns at eleven, 
in order that those who wish for a long night may have it. 

Towards the end of the term, a fancy dress ball was held 
at Sidgwick Hall. Very short notice was given—only two 
days—in order that as little time as possible might be given 
to preparation, but the effect was quite marvellons. One or 
two students happened to have fancy costumes in their 
] ge, but most were made up in two days. There were 
to seen characters from “ Struelpeter,” a nigger in a 
striped costume, & dervish, peasants of every nation, &c. 
Dancing began soon after ten, and continued til] about half- 


past eleven. _ = ; 

Tennis is played both in winter and summer. ‘There are 
a number of ash courts, besides grass courts. Early in the 
term there was a match betwecn Girton and Newnham, in 
which Girton won after a hard struggle ; and a single-handed 
match between the three Halls of Newnham for the Colman 
Cup, which was won by the Old Hall. 

Every hour of the day 1s filled, and, with work and play 


OBITUARY. 


Miss Apsy W. Mary. 


A correspondent writes: On the first day of this month 

the cause of education and philanthropy in America, and of 
women everywhere, sustained a severe loss in the death of 
Miss Abby W. May, one of the most highly-esteemed and 
respected citizens of Boston, where she was born, fifty-nine 
years ago. 
. Her father was the Rev. Samuel May, a friend and co- 
worker of William Lloyd Garrison, the leader of the 
Anti-Slavery Crusade in America. Abby May was a young 
girl during the “‘ Martyr Age of the United States,” as Miss 
Martineau called that period of American history, and was 
brought up at the feet of the martyrs whose spirit she 
inherited, and bore with her through a life of heroic 
advocacy of the claims of women to educational and 
political rights, and the duties those rights involve. She 
was on the Massachusetts Board of Education until May 
last, when her health broke down, and she resigned the 
position in which she had been so active in upholding a high 
standard of education for giris. 

In a brief memoir the Boston Post says: Her life was 
devoted to serving others. During the late war, and shortly 
after the establishment of the women’s branch of the Sanitary 
Commission, in Boston, she became president of the organi- 
sation, which office she he'd until the close of the war. Miss 
May had for many years been prominent in all educational, 
philanthropic, and reform work in this city. She was presi- 
dent of the Women’s Auxiliary of the American Unitarian 
Association, one of the founders of the New England Hos- 
pital for Women and Children, treasurer of the Improved 
Dwelling House Society, one of the founders of the New 
England Women’s Club, and also of the Horticultural School 
for Women. She was a vice-president of the Society for the 
Advancement of Women, and of the New England Women’s 
Suffrage Association. Miss May was elected to the Boston 
School Committee in 1873, but the city solicitor declared 
that she was not eligible. The Legislature, at the next 
session, passed a law allowing women to serve on the com- 
mittee, and Miss May, with five other ladies, was elected 
to the Board. On Miss May’s retirement, Governor Talbot 
appointed her on the State Board of Education, a higher 
office, to which she was re-appointed by the present head of 
the State, Governor Arnes. 

The deceased attended the International Council of 
Women, at Washington, in the spring of this year. Her work 
in the School Suffrage Association was referred to by Miss 
Everett, one of the delegates from Massachusetts. Her 
remarks deserve a place in this Journal, as it is important for 
us in England to know what our sisters over the water have 
been doing in a matter in which it behoves us also to act 
vigorously. 

“At ameeting of registered women held in the city of 
Boston in the year 180 a committee was appointed, with 
Miss Abby W. May as president, to take charge of school 
suffrage throughout the State. The plan of work adopted 
was to appoint for each-county in the State one or more 
resident managers who shall stimulate and urge the women 
to take an active and intelligent interest in the schools, and 
and -use their right of suffrage to secure good boards of 
government for them. . This work has been under- 
taken with zeal, and in the best spirit in many places. The 
interest manifested by women in nominations for members of 
School Boards has often been the means of defeating men 
unfit for the place. The foundation principle of the work is 
‘the best interests of the schools.’ . The women of 
every city and town should see to it that one woman or more 
is chosen on the school committee. There are now in 
Massachusetts more than one hundred women serving on 
School Board, many of them peculiarly fitted for this. work.” 

‘Tall and dignified in appearance, with calm and noble 
features, and a puritan plainness and simplicity of dress, 
her presence suggested a sense of power and of uprightness, 
firm as a rock, and yet with a womanly sweetness and 
benignity which made her most fascinating. 

“A being breathing thoughtful breath, 
A traveller betwixt life and death ; 
The reason firm, the temperate will, 
Endurance, foresight, strength, and skill ; 
A perfect woman, nobly i 
To warn, to comfort, and command ; 
And yet a spirit still and bright 
With something of an angel light.” 
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THE OFFICES OF THE 
“WOMEN’S GAZETTE AND WEEKLY NEWS,” are at— 
QUEEN'S BUILDINGS, 
RIDGEFIELD, 
MANCHESTER. 
London Ofict:—11, PATERNOSTER BUILDINGS, E.C. 


TO ASSOCIATIONS, &c. 
ParTicutars of the arrangements for the supply of Societies, connie, &e., 
can be had on application to the Manager, at the Manchester Office. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


ComMMUNICATIONS relatin 
at the M. ter Office. None but those of first-class firms are inserted. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Att Communications for the Women’s GAzETTE AND WEEKLY News, should be 
addressed to the Fditor, at Queen’s Buildings, Ridgefield, Manchester. They, 
must in 8 = accompa np nied by the mame ood — of the writer, not 
necessarily for icat’ tasa tee fait 

WE cannot vadertake to return rejected Commmasicanions, 


TO SUBSCRIBERS. 

Wuenre any difficulty is found in obtaining the Women's GazetTTE AND WEEKLY 
carat’ through the local lers or newsagents, it is earnestl yognened 
that the attention of the manager at the Manchester office be called to the fact. 

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 

Tue Women’s Gazette AND WEEKLY News, will be sent post free, for 
Twelve Moni i.e. fifty-two numbers, at the following rates, payable in 
advance : 1 copy 6s. 6d.; 2 copies 13s. ; 3 copies 19s. 6d.; 4 copies £1 58.; 6 copies 
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TO THE TRADE. 

Tue Women’s Gazette anp Weexkty News is published by Mr. Joun 
Hevwoop, of 11, Paternoster Buildings, London, and Deansgate, Manchester, 
to whom all communications from the trade should be addressed, and sent in the 
first instance to Manchester. : 

TO OUR READERS. 
We are glad to be able to announce that arrangements have 
now been made with Messrs. W. H. Smith and Son for the 
sale of the Women's Gazette at the bookstalls of the 
principal railway stations. 

We most earnestly request the cordial co-operation of our 
friends in promoting the success of the Women’s Gazette by— 

(1) Sending a complaint direct to us, with particulars, as 

to where any difficulty is found in procuring the 
Gasette. 

(2) By getting their own newsagent to introduce it to his 

general customers. 

(3) By recommending it to their friends. 

We want one thousand direct subscribers, at 6/6 each per 
annum ; and a circulation through the booksellers of 20,000 
oe yerkly Will our friends help us to achieve these 
results 
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1888, 


Mk. Gladstone has, not without reason, asked for statistics 
relating to cases decided in the Divorce Court since the 
famous Act of 1857. He must be of opinion that this 
important social question, perhaps the most important of all 
the social questions of our time, is “ripe for discussion,” and 
it behoves thoughtful women to furnish their minds with 
Correct information and clear logical lines of argument in 
anticipation of the controversy which is certain to arise. 
Dr. Hunter, one of the Radical members for Radical Aberdeen, 
has given notice of a measure which he intends to bring 
forward next Session, dealing with the English law of divorce, 
and a contemporary which cannot be mistaken in Dr, 
Hunter’s intentions, has stated that his proposed reform will 
be on the lines of assimilation with the Scotch law, which 
makes desertion of either husband or wife for four years a 
- sufficient reason for dissolution of marriage. Dr. Hunter 
has for many years been a staunch friend of the educational, 
industrial, and political freedom of women, and if his Bill is 
not for the advantage of the sex it will at least be well 
intended. 
There are two leading schools of thought among those who 
desire to reform our present anomalous marriage laws, and, of 


22, 


to advertisements should be sent direct to the manager i 


THE WOMEN’S GAZETTE. 


| 


December 22, 1888. 


course, there is also an infinite variety of opinions on the 
border land between. ‘I'he easiest way to clear our minds 
for consideration and discussion is to master the arguments 
for and against each extreme theory, and then, after testing 
both by the best statistics we can obtain, to take up a position 
at the exact spot that seems to be most in accordance with 
a reasonable expectation of the greatest happiness of all. 
The happiness of men, women, and children is to be 


| considered, and those who refuse to recognise any but 


| 
| 
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women as the parties to be benefitted will not be very useful 
in solving the problem. Some are foolish enough to ‘say 
‘the men may look after themselves,” and women need only 
fight for their own sex. This is utterly wrong. The 
maintenance of the home and of its happiness, in the highest 
and most dignified sense of the word, is what we ought all 
to strive for, and we earnestly hope all good politicians—men 
as well as women—will work for that object together. It 
may be retorted that this is idealistic, but we decline to 
believe that it is impossible of realisation. It is, alas! only 
too true that women are the greatest sufferers under the 
existing law, but that very fact seems to furnish a most 
potent argument in favour of the co-operation of men and 
women to produce a better state of things. 

What, then, are the two opposing theories on this question ? 
One is that of freedom from a permanent contract of 
marriage, and it is held by those who believe that the tie 
cannot be sacred if either party is involuntarily bound. It 
is opposed by those who fear that ease in breaking the 
contract will encourage carelessness in making it, and also 
by many who believe that women would be the sufferers 
under a system of ready dissolution of marriage. It is also 
strongly opposed on religious and conscientious grounds, 
but when this is the case the opposers are generally in 
favour of judicial separation, though disapproving of divorce. 

The opposite school either oppose divorce on any grounds, 
or at any rate restrict those grounds to the most flagrant 
abuses. Their chief arguments are the necessity of 
impressing parents and young people with the solemnity of 
@ permanent contract, the importance to children of the 
maintenance of their parents’ home and the danger of 
allowing men to desert women at an age when they cannot 
hope to begin again the battle of life. On both sides there 
is much to be said, and the question is one which must be 
decided by the final balance of argument. Cruel injustice 
in exceptional cases should be, if possible, avoided, and 
yet we ought never to forget that the generality of cases, the 
average family, the ordinary citizen, must be the ruling 
consideration. 

A side issue is the mischief, or, as some hold it to be, the 
advantage, of publicity of “causes celebre” in the Divorce 
Courts. Are the millions to be injured by the perusal of 
those distressing details for the sake of punishing a few 
wicked people and proving ad nauseam that the wealthy 
aristocrat can behave as badly as the drunken beggar? We 
believe all these matters are, to use our leader’s phrase, 
“ripe for discussion.” How, then, can we promote it? 

It will be observed that we have here attempted little 
more than to give a dim outline of the bounds of the 
controversy, without laying down any definite policy or 
suggesting limits for legislative proposals. Our present 
object is rather to encourage women of sympathy and 
experience to think over with tolerance and qith quiet 
deliberation the issues involved, so that when the time 
comes for them to express their views they will not be found 
wanting. , 
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THE WOMEN’S PARLIAMENT. 


With the object of assisting, as far as possible, in the 
formation of strong and healthy opinions on the subject, of 
our leading article above, and of making the influence of those 
opinions felt, we invite contributions to these columns in the 
form of a debate conducted upon Parliamentary lines. 

As the basis for discussion it is necessary that we should, 
first of all publish a draft bill, accompanied by a statement as 
to the existing law, and reasons in brief for the proposed 
changes. Editorially, we shall endeavour to maintain an 
impartial attitude until the close of the discussion, when a 
poll will be taken by means of post cards. 

The contributions must be strictly relevant to the subject 
under discussion, and it must be distinctly understoud tha; 
we are not asking for a re-hash of “Is marriage a failure,’, 
but for a discussion upon a definite issue, and with a practica) 
object in view, viz., the framing of an Act of Parliament. 

No “speech,” except that of the opener of the debate, 
must exceed 400 words in length. 

The Editor must be accorded the right to strike out any 
matter which is either irrelevant, or which it would be better 
should not be introduced into the family circle. 

Contributors are requested to select a constituency for 
which they will “sit,” and by which they will be referred to 
in debate. Names and addresses should in all cases be 
given, not necessarily for publication but as a guarantee of 
good faith. The publication of the surname is at the option 
of the contributor. 

The column devoted to this purpose will be called “The 
Women’s Parliament.” It is hoped that the development of 
this scheme will furnish an agency of some value for 
promoting. the political education and social well-being of 
women. 


An enterprising dentist has offered to advertise in the 
columns‘ of the Women’s Gazette if we will consent to accept 
a dental operation in lieu of cash payment. We should 
prefer rather to give the gentleman an advertisement so long 
as we can keep himself and his forceps out of sight and out 
of mind. % 

* & 


For kicking a policeman a man, convicted at the Thames 
Police Court, has been sentenced by the Stipendiary to three 
months’ hard labour. For knocking down, kicking, and 
jumping upon a woman with whom he had lived, and who is 
the mother of his child, a brute, named Lumb, has been fined 
five pounds, including costs, by the Huddersfield justices 
(save the mark) ! P 

* & 
the administration of the law, how many 
aie ange ? Not that we think the 
sentence in the first case too much. If Lumb had “ jumped 
upon” a Huddersfield justice (!) instead of a woman, he 
might have fared worse. P 
. *& & 
ley Street tailors have been eclipsed at last. The 
- litte caiee walled around” has become a castle—whether 
only “a castle in the air ” we will not presume to say. 
Following the carrying of the new rules of the’ National 
Society for Women’s Suffrage last week, the Dissentients 
held a meeting the next morning on the scene of their 
defeat, the Westminster Palace Hotel. Invitations were not 
issued to the press, and a a select few attended. Mrs. 
Fawcett was in the chair, and Mr. T. W. Russell figured as 
the seconder to a resolution, the purport of which was “ to 
reconstruct the Central Committee under the old rules and 
isation.” This is really aig Bor tag _ 
i nly of cries which are familiar in tl 
neighbourhood “of fara _ Seriously we. would point 
out to Miss Becker and her friends, that having sustained a 


cr 


severe defeat the best thing they can do is to take it in 
good part, and not make themselves look more ridiculous 


by arrogating to themselves a title to which they have not 
the remotest claim. 


* 
* & 

The logical faculty of Miss Becker and her devoted 
followers really seems to be as latent as their sense of: 
humour. If so be that they are what they claim to be—“ the 
Central Committee,” with “the old rules and the old 
organisation”—what need to “reconstruct”? Further, how 
can they “reconstruct,” without ceasing to lay claim to “ the 
old rules and the old organisation?” We can quite under- 
stand that only the genius of Mr. T. W. Russell is equal to 
the task of “reconstruction” under such conditions as 


these. 


* 
* & 


The Lnglishwomen’s Review is guilty of an absurdly inac- 
curate statement in asserting that at the crucial meeting on 
Wednesday last the ‘“‘closure of the debate” was “ ordered 
by the chair.” This is most misleading. It was Mr. T. W. 
Russell who moved the closure, against which there were 
very few “noes.” These, moreover, emanated from the Pro- 
gressive party, and not from the Dissentients, for whom Mr. 
Russell claimed to act. 


+ 
* & 


Maidstone did well, but Colchester has done badly. There 
are complications operating at Stockton which will make us 
thankful for even small mercies. Let us learn a lesson from 
each. Each points the same moral and adorns the same 
tale—defective organisation. In two out of the three cases 
Tory guile su to limit the interval available for canvass- 
ing. With more time, Maidstone might have been won out- 
right. In each case the election ‘found the constituency 
without a Women’s Liberal Association, and although women 


| have given invaluable aid in the contests, they would have 


inevitably have been in a position to have rendered more 
effective service had they possessed an organisation of their 
own to start with. Let the significance of this not be thrown 
away upon Liberal candidates elsewhere. 
as 
Deaf, halt, and blind, the Government of Lord Salisbury 
have now committed themselves to they know not what in 
the Soudan. They might have profited by the failures of 
their predecessors, and have refused to lend British troops to 
slaughter more Soudanese. They have now gone too far to 
retrace their steps, and Englishwomen, as well as men, will 
count as dear every drop of blood: spent in this wanton 
enterprise, and will rightly judge upon whom to cast the 
responsibility. 
Pir 
Whilst Christmas chimes are pealing, and pulpits are 
proclaiming the advent of a gospel of peace and goodwill, 
we shall hear afar the boom of artillery, the clash of arms, 
and the shrieks of the mangled and the dying. The one is 
what Carlyle would call the “empty, noisy, theoretic, lauda- 
tion of a church,” the other is a species of nineteenth cen- 
tury Christianity—what Lord Salisbury calls the “surf upon 
the advancing tide of civilisation.” But, after all, what 
matters it ?—we are only shooting “black men.” 
as 
It is not alone in the desert of the Soudan that the bene- 
ficent effects of our present system of government will be felt 
this Christmastide. In Ireland, in many a mud hut, on 
many a hillside, with nothing but a roof of straw to protect 
them from the storm men, and women, and little children, 
will eat their Christmas meal, with the sense that, in 
the eyes of the law, they are now only “caretakers” of the 
property which their own industry has created, and from 
which they are now liable to be evicted on to the roadside 
as soon as convenient to the forces at the disposal of their 
oppressors. 
as 


Last and not least, in the slums and courts of our large 


wal be rudely broken 
charity can do, the carols of the angels will be rudely 
by the audible curses of men and women whom the iron heel 
of unequal competition has well-nigh crushed in the struggle 
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for existence—who see in our social organism only that 
which has denied to them equality of opportunity under 
what we are pleased to term a system of equal laws—men 
and women upon whose bodies, aye and even souls, Dives 
fattens day by day—Yes, and ’tis true that 

“ The child's sob, in its silence, curses deeper 

Than the strong man in his wrath,” 


* & 

Just as we are going to press, we have received the news 
‘through a Daily Telegraph despatch, of a “ Brilliant victory 
at Suakim.” ‘One thousand killed in half an hour.” But 
they are only “black men,” and our church choirs of this 
most Christian land will now be able to sing their Christmas 
Te Deum, revised version—“‘ We praise thee, O, God.” 
Bass chorus—“ One thousand killed.” ‘We acknowledge 
thee to be the Lord.” —“ One thousand killed.” 


* *& 

‘“‘ The sun was not yet down when peace which might have 
come bloodless has come bloody.” “ O, why was the earth so 
beautiful, becrimsoned with twilight and with dawn, if man’s 
dealings with man were to make it a vale of scarcity, and of 
tears.” P 

* * 

And Stanley and Emin Pasha, where are they now, 
supposing that they were previously captives of the 
Mahdi ? 

** 

One who is indeed well qualified to speak upon the sub- 
ject—Mr. Corrie Grant—gives it as his opinion in our columns 
to-day that legal technicalities may after all prove a fatal 
obstacle to the election of women to the newly-constituted 
County Councils. If this be so, it is enough to make us the 
more determined and prepared to carry the issue to the Law 
Courts, and if need be to the House of Commons, at the 
earliest possible moment. 


* 
* & 

We understand that Margaret Lady Sandhurst will stand 
for the Brixton Division, and Miss Jane Cobden for the 
Bow Division of the London County Council. Mrs. 
Massingberd will stand for the Lindsay Division of 
Lincolnshire, and Mrs. McQuilham for the Tewkesbury 
Division. 


ee 
Amidst many affectionate farewells, Mr. Gladstone left 
Charing Cross Station en route for Naples on Wednesday 
morning. The right hon. gentleman was accompanied by 
Mrs. Gladstone, Mrs. Harry Drew, and Mr. Stuart Rendel. 
A large crowd had assembled at the station. 
& 


* * 
Speaking in support of the candidature of Sir Horace 
Davey at Stockton, on Wednesday, Mr. John O’Connor, 
M.P., said :-— 

“I was born in the very atmosphere of treason. 
brought up to hate this country, and in boyhood’s days I bore arms 
against her. I have lived the greater portion of my life in efforts to 
separate the two countries, but I am now only one of tens of 
thousands of men in Ireland who have been captivated by the policy 
of that great and glorious statesman, Mr. Giedstone, who have once 
and for all lain down their arms and have abandoned for ever, I do 
sincerely trust, the policy of despair for that of constitutional 
agitation. I have expressed now my very soul and secret histoty, 
and in that confidence I ask Ph to bring about a real and true union 
between England and Ireland.” 


I was 


tad 

_ Mdlle. Popelin, the Belgian lady who having obtained her 
diploma needed only to be sworn to enable her to practice 
as a barrister, and was met with the refusal of the Procureur- 
General to administer the oath, has now had to endure defeat 
before the Brussels Court of Appeal, who confirmed the 
decision of the Procureur-General. 


* 
* * 

In the distressed parts of Donegal, princi in the 
Falcarragh district, for some time past the aoe have 
actually put policemen in as “ bog-bailiffs,” 2, to prevent 
the tenants from gathering the peat-fuel to which they have 
had access from time immemorial. By the time that they 
are deprived of a handful of winter firing, things have indeed 
come to a pass. For months this has been the sole duty of 
the police in that district, to appear at the petty sessions 
= any islander who dared to lay claim to his rights. 

ow, however, the policemen have been removed to make 


preparations for evictions on a large scale, 


* & 
In the meanwhile the tenants have not been inactive, and 
a correspondent informs us that the “fortifications are per- 
fect.” ‘The house of Mr. Shane O'Donnell, who was com- 
mitted to prison for refusing to answer questions under a Star 
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Chamber inquiry, has been guarded Fe and day by police, 
but the other day Mr. O’Donnell’s little children, having 
watched Her Majesty’s guard of honour, retire for a 
“smoke,” communicated the intelligence to the leaguers, 
who quickly launched a boat and held a most successful 
meeting at Ardsmore undiscovered by the “detectives.” 


These were the same ttle children who, when their father 
was committed to gaol, slapped him on the back and said, 
“ Bravo,” as he mounted the car under constabulary escort. 
It was Mr. O'Donnell, whom I met in Falcarragh last sum. 
mer, and who on consulting his wife as to whether he should 
refuse to answer the questions of Mr. Resident Magistrate 
Hamilton, received the answer “ Shure, an I would’nt be able 
to stand the disgrace if ye did’nt go to gaol like the rest.” 


CENTRAL NATIONAL SOCIETY FOR 
WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE. 


At a meeting of the Exe utive Committee held at the 
society’s offices, 29, Parliament Street, S.W., on roth, 
December, Sir Richard ‘Temple Bart, M.P., in the 
chair— 

Moved by Sir Richard Temple Bart., M. P., seconded by 
Mr, A. W. Bennett, M. A., “ That the Executive Committee 
of the Central National Society for Women’s Suffrage have 
observed statements publicly made to the effect, that the 
majority of the society has declared its intention of affiliating 
itself to a particular party in the state, and— 

THEY HEREBY DECLARE: 

1. That the society continues as heretofore throughout 
the seventeen years of its existence to preserve an absolute 
neutrality in all matters political, and counts amongst its 
members men and women of all shades of political opinion. 

2. That the resolution carried at the special general 
meeting held at the Westminster Palace Hotel, on Wed- 
nesday, December, 12th, simply affected the society’s rules, 
and while moved by an adherent of the Liberal cause was 
seconded and supported by adherents of the present 
Government. 

3. That the main object of the new rules is to broaden and 
strengthen the basis of the society by admitting upon the 
central council duly-elected representatives of such organisa- 
tions, subject always to the approval of the Executive 
Committee, both Conservative, Liberal and other, as may be 
desirous of obtaining the Parliamentary franchise to duly 
qualified women. 

4. That a copy of the above resolution be sent to the 
press generally, and to each member of the Central National 
Society for Women’s Suffrage. : 

5. That, in pursuance of the new rules, immediate steps 
be taken for securing the co-operation of outside organisa- 
tions, that members of the society, whether Liberal or 
Conservative, be invited to aid by laying the new scheme 
before the various political organisations with which they 
may he associated. 

6. That a meeting of the Central Council, for the purpose 
of electing a new committee, and a meeting of the subscribers, 
be summoned as early as possible. 

7. That a public demonstration be held in London, at 
which the attendance of friends and delegates from all parts 
of the United Kingdom be invited.” 


—————— eee 


COUNTY COUNCIL ELECTION, 1889. 
BIRKDALE AND FORMBY DIVISION. 


A CROWDED meeting of members of the Women’s Liberal Association 
was held in the Central Committee Room in the afternoon of the t7 
inst., for the purpose of meeting Mr. and Mrs, C, Weld-Blundell, and 
of distributing the electoral work among the women canvassers. 
Mr. Charles Weld-Blundell is the candidate chosen to stand for the 
above division. In a neat and concise speech he (Mr. Weld-Blundell) 
explained to the assembled women the work that would devolve on 
the future County Councils, and the advantages that would accrue to 
the country by the gradual tralising process of relegating to 
local authorities, duly elected by the people, powers that have hitherto 
been exercised by magistrates who decivad thesi from an Imperial 
source, Mr. Weld-Blundell deprecated the introduction of party 
politics into the County Councils, but in answer to a lady who said it 
was impossible to canvass for anyone without being able fully to state 
his political oe declared that he was an honest and out-and- 
out Radical. The fact that Mr, Weld-Blundell was an ardent Home 
Ruler was well known, but it was very satisfactory to the members 
of the Women’s Liberal Association that they were not compelled to 
hide his light under a bushel, when endeavouring to the utmost to 
secure his return on the 1 ae of January. We earnestly hope he may 
be returned at the head of the poll, 
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PARLIAMENT. 


[From THE Lapigs’ GALLERY.] 


THURSDAY. 


The range covered by questions to-night was unusually 
wide, dealing as they did with horseflesh, smuggled tobacco, 
coinage, dairy schools, and the unofficial /eveés held by the 
executioner Berry without the sanction of what has been 
called the “Hanging Committee.” Poor Mr. Smith was 
obliged to have recourse to a feeble attempt at satire at Sir 
Wilfred Lawson’s expense, in order to escape a direct issue 
involved in the question of the hon. bart., relative to the 
attack upon Suakim. The report of the committee which 
had inquired into the breach of the privileges of the House 
by Jeremiah Sullivan next came up for discussion, Mr. Bal- 
four cracking jokes with Mr. Forwood, just below the “ Bird- 
cage,” in the meantime. Ultimately the Navy Estimates 
were considered in Committee of Supply. Lord Charles 
Beresford, although he picked himself up again when he was 
so badly thrown from his horse the other day, still bore the 
outward and visible signs of his accident. He, however, 
made a slashing attack upon the insufficiency of the estimates. 
In his speech he disclosed the fact that our navy was in a 
most unsatisfactory condition, notwithstanding the millions 
of money which the taxpayers of this country have been 
called upon to pay for its support for a generation past. All 
the revelations that have been made tend to prove that there 
has been gross extravagance, and the expenditure has added 
little to our safety as a maritime power. 


FRIDAY. 


Dr. Tanner is not only a formidable person, but he carries, 
or has been in the habit of carrying, a formidable walking 
stick. The said walking stick was the other day addressed 
to him at the House of Commons, the sender having 
previously taken the precaution to insure it. Dr. Tanner, 
however, did not receive it, and the Postmaster-General to- 
night announced to the House that he had had the satisfac- 
tion (?) of remitting to Dr. Tanner the sum of Lio, for 
which the walking stick in question was insured. At the 
evening sitting Mr. J. C. Stevenson moved the second read- 
ing of his Sunday Closing Bill, which has for so long been 
down for consideration in the House. Mr. Labouchere 
moved as an amendment that the question of Sunday Closing 
should be relegated to the decision of the inhabitants of the 
localities in which the public-houses are situated, thereby 
extending the principle of Local Option. The hon. member 
delivered what was for him a most argumentative speech. 
He said that although he was not a member of a Band of 
Hope—(laughter)—he was a practical teetotaller. Sir Wilfred 
Lawson warmly supported the Bill, and stated that he felt 
indignant when he saw museums and kindred places closed 
while public-houses were open. The hon. bart. went on to 
say that the opponents of the Bill were mainly publicans, 
and when hon. members divided that evening they would 
decide “who were on the Lord’s side and who on the land- 
lords’.” (Loud cries of “Oh, Oh,” and laughter.) He 
thought the advice given by an old Scotch member to a new 
one was very good, namely—‘ Be aye takin’ aw ye can get, 
and be aye complainin that ye canna get muir.” Mr. Ritchie 
and Sir William Harcourt followed, the former stating that 
the subject should be treated as a non-party question, whilst 
Sir William Harcourt supported the Bill, Ultimately Mr. 
Labouchere’s amendment was carried by a majority of seven, 
the Bill being thrown out, the amendment being passed as a 
substantive motion by 186 to 128. 


SATURDAY. 


A most important series of questions were to-day put to 
the Government by Mr. Atherley Jones, Mr. John Morley, 
Sir William Harcourt, Lord R. Churchill, and others, res- 
pecting the affairs at Suakim and reported captivity of Emin 
Bey and Mr. Stanley. The Government, however, had very 
lite information to impart, and refused to give a pledge 
that the House should have an opportunity of expressing an 
opinion before military operations were commenced. 


——ae 


Monpay. 


The House of Commons seems to exercise the same sort 
of fascination for Mr. Gladstone that the right hon. gentle- 
man does for the House of Commons. Here he was again 
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to-night, as fresh as ever, and not one whit the worse for his 
Saturday's excursion to the East End through the fog. 

Lord Randolph Churchill at once opened the list of 
questions, by calling attention to a speech of Lord Salisbury’s 
in the House of Lords in May last, in which he said, “I do 
not think that the retention of Suakim is any advantage to 
the Egyptian Government. Speaking from the point of view 
of that Government’s own interest, I should say ‘abandon 
Suakim at once.’” The Under Secretary for Foreign Affiairs 
did not deny the “soft impeachment,” but endeavoured to 
extricate himself from the difficulty by saying that the 
statement was “only the expression of his own opinion.” 
It was this answer which very naturally formed the text of 
the debate which followed on the estimates upon the affairs 
of Suakim. 

Mr. John Morley spoke strongly against the expedition now 
being sent. The feeble reply of the Under Secretary brought 
up Mr. Gladstone, who, whilst, most magnanimous in his 
tender regard not to embarass the Government, once more 
displayed his unrivalled tactics as an old Parliamentar; 
hand. The right hon. gentleman, however, did not dwe 
upon the monstrous doctrine, that a Prime Minister, address- 
ing the House of Lords upon a question of Imperial policy, 
could be speaking “only for himself.” Later, Lord 
Randolph Churchill came down like a wolf on the fold of 
ministerial sheep, and worried them considerably. He 
described the answer to his question as “ flipppant and 
discourteous,” and added, “I know there have been times 
when the Under Secretary would not have given an answer 
like that to a question from me.” The net result of the 
debate was that the ministerial sheep received a shock, but 
that the policy of the Government remained as before, viz., 
to slaughter a few more Arabs in the Soudan. 


TUESDAY. 


Mr. Balfour, to-night, refused to lay upon the table the 
official records of the proceedings taken in connection with 
death of John Kinsella, shot by emergency men, and to 
whose case Mr. Gladstone has frequently directed attention. 
The public will know what inference to draw. Sir George 
Campbell caused much amusement by giving notice of his 
intention to call attention to the defects in the British 
Constitution. The Irish estimates again came under 
discussion. 
ee 


MR. GLADSTONE IN THE EAST END. 


——— 


SATURDAY last was a great day for the East-Enders. 
Whitechapel has been almost done to death with “ Royal 
visits,” but rarely has such enthusiasm been evoked as on 
the occasion of the visit of the Grand Old Man. The day 
was terribly foggy, and there were ominous rumours that he 
would come in a closed carriage—not he. He rode trium- 
phantly along, bare-headed almost all the way, a 
bowing his acknowledgments to the greetings of the crow 
When, in company with Mrs. Gladstone, robed in furs and 
sables, Mr. John Morley and Mr. Stuart Rendel, he at length 
reached the hall at Limehouse, small and inconveniently 
crowded though it was, he received a welcome as spontaneous, 
and in itself as hearty, though, of course, on a much er 
scale, as that accorded at Bingley Hall. It proved, however, 
that the East End could rival Bingley Hall if it had the 
chance. 

The right hon. gentleman, whose appearance was greeted 
with “For he’s a jolly good fellow,” made an_important 
speech from which we extract the following “tit-bits. 


DISSENTIENT LIBERALS. 


After referring to the inconvenience occasioned by these 
gentlemen sitting upon the Opposition benches, Mr. Gladstone 
continued :— 

Ww ore: not from any ill-will to 

inci t it is better to i ’ 
PrinciP cecognise that there is no politi political union whatever, remaining 
between those who are termed Li Uni the 

have got to fight our battle as the bulk of the 


Liberal party. You know there were always among us a number of 
gentlemen who were commonly called -kneed Liberals, That 
was before Home Rule came up as a great tical question. ay 


honour and 


Liberals are men ft pe 
other for a moment—bnt I do not admit 


either the one or the are 


es iain en ae ae 
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a political party in the country. (Cheers.) I will tell you what they 


| 


are. They are officers without an army —(cheers)—and they are | 


clergymen without a church. (Cheers and laughter.) 
“BLACK MEN.” 


A vis A ararahager ge circumstance has happened in the use by the 
Prime 

deep offence to many millions of our fellow-subjects in India. 
(Cheers. ) 
Salisbury as “ black men.” (Shame.) I believe there could not be a 
more absurd description as it regarded the gentleman whom Lord 
Salisbury in his ignorance supposed to be a “black man.” But that 
mistake is not very material, What is important is this—that in a 
moment of inadvertance the Prime Minister should have applied a 


disparaging and contemptuous term—because we recollect his 


inister of this country of an expression which has given | 


They have been described contemptnously by Lord — 


reference to the Hottentots—(cheers)—to a majority of her Majesty's | 


subjects; and after having committed that fault in an unhappy 
moment of forgetfulness, he should not yet have offered an apology 
for it. (Cheers.) Gentlemen, we wait for that apology, and I believe 
that the people of India wait for that apology also. 


THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS. 


ELECTION INTELLIGENCE. 


MAIDSTONE. 
The polling, which took place on Friday last,-the 14th 
inst., resulted as follows :— 


Mr, Cornwallis (C) .........ssscecsscceeeeesereeseenes 2,050 
Mr. Barker (L)  .......scseecessecsseceeseeceesecsecens 1,865 
MaiOtlty 55 ce snccrs ces “185 


This shows that the Tory majority has been reduced by one. 
half, as at the last election it was 314. 


COLCHESTER. 
Lady Sandhurst and others have been busily working for 
Sir W. Gurdon. The polling took place on Tuesday, and 


_ the result was declared shortly before midnight as follows :— 


They are meeting in what they call congresses, I can only say this— ! 


I have read many of their declarations, and I am delight t 
nok both of intelligence and of attachment to this country which 

ey manifest. It is our business tc do everything we can to foster 
and nourish that sentiment. and to avoid indignities either of 


at the | 


indifference to their interesting work or contempt for their race | 


feelings. (Cheers.) 


After deprecating any visionary notions of a reconquest 
of the Soudan, Mr, Gladstone referred to the mismanagement 
by the Government of the business of the House of 
Commons, and passed on to notice some subjects ripe for 
legislation. 

After advocating the popular control of the police, he 
continued :— 

There are three other questions I must mention, and I am not now 
arguing, so much as reciting, questions of great interest. There is 
the question of artisans’ dwellings, there is the question of free 


schools—(cheers)—and there is the question of what is termed 
disestablishment in Scotland and in Wales. (Cheers.) 


IRELAND BLOCKS THE WAY. 


If I may use theillustration, the position of these questions stands thus, 
It is like the case of a great collection of ripe fruit gathered together 
ready to be plucked from the trees in a splendid garden; but that 
garden is surrounded with a high wall which ly can scale, and 
as to the doors of it, the keys have been lost or have not yet been 
found. (Cheers and laughter.) That is the case of all these questions 
in the lump. Now what does my high wall mean? (Cheers.) My 
high wall means, gentlemen, the Irish question. Until you either 
pa 1 down the wall or find the keys and open the door you never will 

ring the course of British legislation to what it ought to be. 


IRELAND. 


After referring to the constitutional demand for Home | 
Rule, Mr. Gladstone pointed out the waste involved in the | 


présent system :— 

If I take on the one side the island of Great Britain and on the 
other side the island of Ireland, and charge against each of them the 
sums for the civil expenditure, for the civil government, that properly 
pcr | to each of them, the cost of governing every man, woman, and 
child, in Ireland, of governing them in a manner that they detest, isactu- 
ally twice as much as the cost of governing the people of England, 
cceeeny and Wales in a manner that gives them satisfactiou. 

eers.) 


After again alluding to the policy of conciliation advocated 
by the Liberal party, he concluded :— 


Let us persevere in this good cause, and this t cause, 
are cheered on from year to year, and from encaith to-macath. by the 
increasing adhesion of the nation, and we cling to it with our hearts 
and with our souls, because it is the cause of hononr, it is the cause 
of loyalty, it is the cause of patriotism, it is the cause of strength 
the cause of union, and the cause of peace, 
enthusiastic cheering.) 


In acknowledging a vote of thanks for his services, the 
chair, Mr. Morley, said :— 

The test part was that the le in the East End of London 
should Lave an at 
their party, and the leader who has fought for so many good causes, 
and who never at any time or in respect of any cause has forgotten 
that after all those to whom the statesman owes the first duty is the 
great multitude of the toilers of the land. (Loud cheers.) Gentlemen, 
it is very gratifying to think that while we are parting from Mr. 
Gladstone to-night—and although he is going to leave behind him a 
nation that loves him—(cheers)—yet he is going to land on the shores 
of another nation—he is going to the Italian shore, for which in days 
gone by he fought as brave and as noble a battle as he is fighting 
to-day, and where his name is only one degree less popular and 


- 


We | 


Lord Brooke (C) 
Sir W. Gurdon (L) 


439 
For the purpose of comparison we give the result of the last two 
elections :— 


1885. 1886, 
Colonel Trotter (C)............ 2,044 | Colonel Trotter (C) _......... 1,996 
Mr. R. K, Causton (L) ...... 1878 | Mr. R. K. Causton (L) ... .. 1,701 
Majority........ . 166 Majority......... 295 


LANARKSHIRE (Govan). 

A vacancy having occurred owing to the death of Sir Wm. 
Pearce, Conservative, a fierce contest is expected, and the 
hopes of the Liberals run high. No steps, however, will be 
taken until after the funeral. 


THE CONTEST AT STOCKTON. 


The contest for the seat at Stockton, rendered vacant by 
the resignation of Mr. Dodds, threatens to be severe. It is 
encouraging to know that Liberal women are actively support- 
ing Sir Horace Davey. 

A correspondent writes :— 


Another correspondent says :— 


A women’s Liberal committee has been formed in Stockton, for the 
P of promoting the return of Sir Horace Davey. It is hoped 
that this committee may form the nucleus of a women’s Liberal 
association for the borough. On Monday afternoon, Mrs. Theodore 
Fry, of Darlington, presided over a large meeting, mainly composed 
of women, in the Temperance Hall, Stockton. The attendance and 
the interest evinced in the objects of the meeting were all that could 
be desired, Mrs, Fry, in an admirable address from the chair, urged 


on those present the importance of making some sacrifice of their 


(Prolonged and 


rtunity of coming face to face with the leader of | 


| pictures drawn from his own personal experi 


beloved than it is in his own land. (Renewed cheers.) I hope that | 


meeting 
of only returning two Liberals as 
hope every Liberal here will 


convic thereby contributing a great 


inst five 
te 
i inating our 
are to the victory that 


ition 
I 


awaits eader and all of us. (Loud cheers.) 
On leaving the hall Mr. Gladstone was again greeted with 
most Passos ort cheering. 


will not be barren. Tower Hamlets is now in the | 


| 


time and energy for the good cause, and very distinctly brought 
home to them the duties of women in a great national crisis like the 
present. Mrs, W. P. Byles, of Bradford, gave an account of various 
visits to Ireland, and described the homes of the Irish peasants in a 
way which rouséd the sympathetic interest of her audience, and 
must have awakened in many of them a desire to nap in the good 
cause, with which the name of Mrs. Byles is so intimately associated. 
The candidate, in a brief address, asked for the assistance of the 
women in the contest he was carrying on, and Mr. Alfred Pease, 
M.P., supplemented Mrs. Byles’s sad account of Irish sufferings, by 
A resolution of 
confidence in Sir Horace Davey, was responded to by Lady Davey, 
and a vote of thanks to Mrs. Fry, for her services in ’ 
brought a highly successful meeting to an end. 


The polling takes place on Friday. 


e chair 


——- 


THE BIRMINGHAM CONFERENCE. 


To avoid shortening our printers’ Christmas holidays, we 
are allowing the completion of the Birmingham Conference 


| to stand over until our next issue, so that there may be less 


| 


type to set up, in the limited time which will be at their 
disposal, forthe purpose of printing and publishing at our 
accustomed hour, 


December 22, 1888. 
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WOMEN’S LIBERAL ASSOCIATIONS. 


NOTICE TO SECRETARIES AND OTHERS. 


It is especially desirable that we should receive weekly paragraphs | 
of condensed news from the local secretaries as distin “4 ished ia 


reports of ee simply. We invite the co-operation of every 
hon, secretary in this matter. 


We also request to receive intimation of forthcoming meetings, 
&c., that we may publish a list of them from week to week, and 
arrange for a supply of copies of this paper. 


As there are many Women’s Liberal Associations who 
have not yet ordered copies of the “Gazette,” and from 
whom we have not yet heard, we shall be glad if they 
will communicate to us without further delay the names of 
one or more local booksellers and newsagents likely to act 
as agents for the sale of the paper. 

With a view to stimulate the interest of the Associations in the 


Gazette, the Editor is prepared to arene for the delivery of lectures 
on the Irish question, or some phase of current politics. 


—llllllllllllSeSaaaeoeoeoIEIeeeeeaeaeaeaeeeeeoeem™ 


AMBLESIDE. 


The monthly meeting of the Women’s Liberal Association was held 
on Friday evening, December 7th. There was a good attendance, 
but one or two had gone to the Liberal public meeting at ‘Windermere. 
A most interesting and instructive paper, contrasting the treatment of 
Daniel O’Connell in Richmond Prison, Dublin, in 1844, with that of 
Mr, Balfour's prisoners, was read by Mrs, Hills. Miss Mackereth 
read most of Mr. Gladstone’s speech of Monday, the 3rd inst. 
Several songs were sung, among others, one called “Our message to 
Ireland,” with a chorus in which eight or ten joined. It was decided 
to alter the hour of meeting from 7-30 to 8, as being more convenient 
to most of the members. The chairwoman gave notice that a bundle 
of clothes for the evicted Irish would ,be sent off about Christmas, 
and asked for.contributions. A resolution, proposing a vote of thanks 
to Mr. T. Bell, for his kind help in managing the details of the public 
meeting, November 15th, was proposed, seconded, and carried unani- 
mously, and the secretary was directed to take a copy of it to Mr. 
Bell, The meeting then separated. 


ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE, 


The annual meeting, preceded by a soiree, of the Ashton-under-L: 
Women’s Liberal Association, was held on Tuesday evening, : 
11th, in the Methodist New Connexion School, Stamford Street. 
There was a crowded attendance. At eight o'clock the chair was taken 
by the President, Mrs, Hugh Mason,who was supported by Miss Agnes 
C. Maitland, of Liverpool, Mrs, Abel Buckley (hon. treasurer), Miss 
Bertha Mason (hon. sec.), Mrs. J. B. go Mrs. Moss, Mrs. Hib- 
bert, Mrs, Sabine, Mrs. Tetlow, Mrs, Kelsall, Mr. Councillor Kel- 
sall, Mrs. Park, Mr. Councillor Whitehead, and others, It appeared 
from the report that during the past year many new members had 
been enrolled, and the association now numbers 616, A course of 
lectures had been delivered upon Ireland, the suffrage question, and 
other topics, Literature upon the important questions of the day had 
been freely distributed. Resolutions, condemning the policy of the 
Government on Ireland, had been , and petitions fo 
to the House of rere, in favour of the Bill extending the Par- 
liamentary franchise to all duly-qualified women, and in support of 
Mr. Stevenson's Bill for closing public-houses on Sunday. The 
association ‘had taken an active in municipal work, and had 
done much. good work among the women ratepayers at the time of 
the municipal elections, The committee concluded the report by 
pointing out that the work of the association was, in the first 
educational, its primary object being to arouse an intelligent interest 
among the women of the borough e all questions, moral, social, 
and political, and, at the same time, to enlist their sympathies 
in the cause of Liberalism. An able and interesting address was 
delivered by Miss C. Maitland, of Li 1. Recitations were 
iven by Mr, H. A. pion, of Mossley, musical selections by 
iss Agnes Jackson, Master J. W. Sabine, and Messrs. W. Wrigley, 
Frederick rag Soap and John Ogden, The meeting was brought to 
a close with the customary votes of thanks, 


BRISTOL. 


On the 13th inst., in connection with the Bristol Association, a tea 
meeting was held at Maudlin Street School, and there was a numerous 
attendance. ar gee | this there were addresses delivered, and 
instrumental and music rendered. The platform was set off 


with ts, and affixed to the wall was the association flag, on which 
was bed the words, “Justice for all” The prestient (Miss 
Priestman) occupied the chair, und a' those t were Mrs, 
Ralph, Mrs. Perry, Mrs, Tanner, Mrs. Coleman, Miss Estlin, Miss 


Miss Helen Sturge, the Misses Wetherman, Miss 
Baylifie, Mrs. Walter aor Miss 
— Tanner, W. H. Elkins, 
Gawler, D. Irving, and Henshaw. Miss Priestman, in her 
address, expressed the pleasure it gave them that recent elections had 
shown the advance Liberalism was making. (Hear, hear.) Amongst 
the many evils they had to deplore was the taking of 1 5 millions from 
the taxpayers in England, not to bry the crushed and sorrowing Irish 
tenants, nor even the impoverished ords of Ireland, but to place 


, it into the purses of the English aristocracy. The Rev. Urijah 
| Thomas moved, “That this meeting desires to express its — con- 
' demnation of the policy of the Government as carried out by its 
continued and increased coercion in Ireland, and by its action in 
| Suakim.” Mr, W. H. Elkins seconded this proposition in an earnest 
_ address, Miss Estlin moved, “That this meeting, ising the 

high personal character and the noble public service of the Right 
| Hon. John Bright, expresses its deep sympathy with him in his long 

illness, and earnestly son Hi for his y restoration to health.” 
Miss Helen Sturge seco: the resolution, which was carried unani- 
mously, Miss Priestman next moved, ‘That this meeting earnestly 
desires the enfranchisement of qualified women, and the co-operation 
of able women in determining social and political questions, believing 
that women are vitally interested in the settlement of the same; that 
they are responsible for the right use of their influence, and that more 
extended sympathies would prove beneficial to themselves.” 
Ralph seconded the proposition, and Mr. D. Irving su 
Vocal and instrumental music was rendered by Miss Mary T. 
Sturge, Miss Helen Sturge, and the Misses Wetherman. The pro- 
gramme also included the names of Mrs, Perryand Mr. Valentine, 
who were announced to recite. 


HUDDERSFIELD, 


On Wednesday night, the sth inst., under the auspices of the above 
association, a public meeting was held in the Victoria Hall, for the 
purpose of hearing an address by Mrs, on Wilson, of Sheffield, wife 
of Mr. H..J. Wilson, M.P. for the Holmfirth division of the West 
Riding, on “A Visit to Ireland.” The chair was occupied b Mrs, 
Abel Buckley, sister to Mr. W. Summers, M.P. for Huddersfield ; and 
among the ladies present were, in addition to Mrs. -Wilson, Mrs. 
Brooke (Reinwood), Miss Woodhead, Mrs, Kenworthy, Mrs. John 
Eccles, Mrs. W. Hirst, and Mrs, H. Lister. There was av good 
attendance, The Chairwoman said Mrs. Woodhead, of Longdenholme, 
was to have been t at that meeting, but owing to the prohi- 
bitory orders of her medical attendant was not able to attend, much 
to her own regret, and she (Mrs. Buckley) was sure the regret of the 
meeting. (Hear, hear.) The Huddersfield Women’s Liberal Asso- 
ciation only numbe about thirty members, The one started in 
Ashton.-un: is alga not thirty members when it began, but now 
it had 7oo mem (Applause.) ‘Women could render service in 
many ways that men would not think of, and during last election 
some of the lady workers stopped to wash up—(laughter)—or look 
after the baking—(laughter)—or tend the baby—(renewed laughter)— 
while the mothers went and gave their municipal vote; so that 
women could render valuable help in a constituency, Mrs. H. J. 
Wilson, who received a most cordial welcome, said there were many 
things she would lixe to say with regard to women taking an interest 
in Liberal politics, and deciding for themselves whether it was right 
to be Liberal or not, but she had come to talk to them about Ireland 
and what she had seen there, and she must therefore forbear going 
into any other question, (Hear, hear.) The speaker then deliv 
a most interesting address, describing her personal experi in 
Ireland, and resumed her seat amidst loud applause. Mrs, Lister 
moved a vote of thanks to Mrs, Wilson for her address, Mrs, Brooke, 
the Mayoress, seconded the resolution, and it was Mr. D, 
Lardner added a few words of thanks to Mrs. Wilson for her address, 
Mrs. Wilson briefly replied. The Chairwoman said that, had Mrs. 
Woodhead been present, she would have made a statement with 
regard to the objects of the association. However she had sent her 

Mrs, Buckley) the manuscript of the statement which she read as 
‘ollows: The objects of the Women’s Liberal Association were: 
1. To promote the extension of Liberal principles in the town and 
neighbourhood of Huddersfield. 2. To form sound opinions among 
women on public questions, political, social, and moral, 3. To hel; 

women to use their influence towards securing the best possib 

representation in local elections for which women already vote, as 
well as in Parliamentary and other elections, in connection with 
which the vote has not yet been conceded to them, Mrs. Lister 
moved, at Miss Woomees ¢ seconded a vote a ar to the omen 
woman for presiding, and t ing concluded, large number 
of names were en after ogee, had closed. 


Mrs, 
rted it. 


LIVERPOOL, 


At the third meeting of the Liverpool Women’s Liberal Association 
pa tag td Division), held at the Young Men’s Temperance Hall, 
ardman Street, on the 15th inst, Mr. W. R. Kennedy, QC,, 
delivered an address on “ Women and the Suffrage.” The chair was 
occupied by Mr. John Lovell, president of the Abercromby Liberal 
i attendance, among those t 
orton, 


pleasure, because he was sure that with womanly help and 
zara 


passed on, 
grew strong, it would be a powerful factor in settling the representa- 
tion of the ci i i 


the 
the tizen 
and to call attention to some of 


7 odarean. 
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said he had shown them a great many directions in which they could 
already do good work. (Hear, hear.) The society, although it had 
been in existence only a short time, numbered over 200 members, of 
whom more than roo had joined in the last two months; so that 
when the next municipal elections, and the elections for the School 
Board, the County Council, and the Boards of Guardians came on 
they might be able to make some little alteration, and prevent the 
result being so decidedly Conservative, as it usually was in this part 
of the world. As they might be quite certain that the Primrose 
League would do their very utmost, they ought to do their best to 
counteract their efforts. Spee Mrs, Scott seconded the 
motion, which was supported by Mr. John Priest, and carried ; 
and a vote of thanks to the chairman, proposed by Major Biggs 
and seconded by Mr. Priest, closed the proceedings. 


NOTTINGHAM. 


Caste Warp Women’s LiseraL AssociaTion.—A_ monthly 
meeting of the above association was held in the Lenton Boulevard 
Board Schools on the evening of the 11th inst. Mrs, Bayley presided, 
and there was an attendance of about forty members, including Mrs. 
Bowman Hart. The hon. sec. (Mrs, S. M. Bowis) stated that Mrs, 
Weatherall had offered the use of two rooms in her house on the 
Lenton Boulevard, for the purpose of a reading-room for the assc- 
ciation, 1t was resolved to leave the choice of a room in the hands 
of the committee. Mrs, Bayley then read her paper on “ Cruelty to 
Children.” She said they intended to nt a petition to the 
House of Commons urging the immediate furtherance of the Bill 
relating to her subject, which had passed its first reading, but which, 
by the sition of a Conservative member, had been delayed. Mrs. 
Bayley said that there were at present no means of pening those 
who ill-used their children, however cruelly; and she quoted many 
cases which had been put forward by writers in the Contemporary 
and other ines on the subject. A woman might prosecute her 
husband for ill-treating his dog, but not for doing the same to his 
child, over whom he had absolute control. The abuse of the system 
of insuring children’s lives had led to a great amount of cruelty. Mrs. 
Bayley, although not advocating the abolition of that system, thought 
that much more stringent conditions should be put in force regarding 
it. Some discussion on the subject took place after the reading of 
the paper. The signing of the petition to the House, and the usual 
vote of thanks, closed the business of the meeting. 


STRAND. 


The annual meeting of this association was held on Wednesday 
evening, December 12th, at the Orange Street Schools, Leicester 
Square, W.C. Miss Orme, LL.B., president of the association, 
occupied the chair. The report, which was of a very satisfactory 
character, was read and adopted. The association, since its formation 
in November, 1887, has affiliated with the Women’s Liberal Fede- 
ration and the Home Rule Union, and has continued to work for 
the cause of Liberalism in this constituency, by arranging meetings, 
distributing literature, and inducing Liberal friends to enrol them- 
selves as members. Mr. Bowman Spink and the Rev. A. W. Oxford, 
the two Liberal candidates for the Westminster Division at the late 
School Board election, were supported by this association, and it is 
gratifying to know that they were triumphantly returned at the head 
of the poll, Mrs, Cotton moved that the report be printed and circu- 
lated, and remarked that it was very encouraging to find that the 
association now numbered 81 members, Fifteen Entice were elected 
members of the executive. At the close of the business meeting, the 
president, Miss Orme, LL.B., delivered an address on “ A recent visit 
to Ireland.” The lecturer drew a pathetic picture of the strong family 
affection evinced by the Irish people under circumstances of the 
d verty, while her humorous description of the antics of the 
Irish police evoked much Jaughter from her audience. Miss Orme 
concluded by advising those who could to pay a visit to Ireland, and 
judge for themselves whether the stories told by prejudiced and un- 
scrupulous persons would bear investigation. A vote of thanks to 
Miss Orme was carried with great enthusiasm, and the proceedings 
terminated by a member singing the “ Shan Van Vocht.” 


TORQUAY, 


Lady Hayter, as president of the Women’s Liberal Association for 
the Torquay division, ided over a most enthusiastic meeting, held 
at the Bath Saloons, Torquay, on Friday, December 14th, preceded 
by a tea, at which upwards of six hundred sat down, The 
was attended by hye — three es at number of persons, In 

pretty y Hayter introduced the speakers to the meetin 
and the Countian of Aberdeen took the sasting “by storm” 
proposing a resolution in favour of Home Rale. oring the 
presence of men, the Countess delivered a very interesting e 
enforcing the necessity for women to take their part in politics, She 
did not wish them to neglect their household duties, but asked them 
nevertheless to follow current | peoorses so that she might be able to 

others, Her 


energeti 
they had organised. Indeed, ths preening were a marked success, 
the late Viceroy to Ireland, and his noble wife, being repeatedly 


eS Ss 


cheered, especially when the Countess and Lady Hayter were each 
resented with beautiful bouquets by Master Harold Lane, And this 
is the work of an association that has not yet held its first annual 


meeting. Verb sap. 


WELLS DIVISION OF SOMERSET. 


The annual meeting of the Women’s Liberal Association was held 
on Wednesday, the 12th inst., in the Lecture Hall, Cheddar, After 
a public tea, the chair was taken by Mrs, Arthur Tanner, of Sidcot, 
hon. secretary of the Central Committee of the association, who, 
after the Liberal song, ‘' Justice to Ireland,” had been sung by all the 
meeting, read an able report of the work of the association during 
the past year. This was a record giving a most interesting account 
of the efforts made to rouse interest in the cause, by drawing-room 
meetings, distribution of Liberal literature, &c.; also reporting the 
leading points of the Birmingham and other conferences, which had 
been attended by delegates from the association. The adoption of 
this report, as also of the financial statement for the year, being moved 
by Mrs. Tanner, was seconded by Miss L, Compton, who embodied 
in her motion a vote of thanks to the hon, secretary for the able 
manner in which the work had been conducted. The adoption of 
the list of the committee was moved. by Mrs. Jeffries, of Cheddar, and 
seconded by Mr. H. R. Clark, of Sidcot, who then sung “ The Harp 
that once through Tara’s Hall,” which fittingly introduced the next 
resolution, “ That this esting desires to ex its unbated con- 
fidence in Mr. Gladstone and his policy of Home Rule for Ireland ; 
to protest against the working of the Coercion Act in its cruel 
evictions and continued arrest and imprisonment of the representatives 
of the Irish people; and to pledge itself to do its best to secure the 
return to power of a Li Administration.” This was moved by 
Mrs. Davies, of Cheddar, and seconded by Mrs. Perry, of Clifton, 
who had kindly consented to be present, and who gave an interesti 

address on current politics, touching — such points as the Trish 
Question, the Van and Wheel Tax, and Lord Salisbury’s injudicious 
remarks at Edinburgh last month. In scoey Suiennns outrage, 
wherever Sanmitead, Mrs, Perry concluded her remarks by a very 
telling recitation of Mr. T. D. Sullivan’s “Thank-offering” to the 
English people, from the above collection. The motion was put to 
the meeting and carri The Rev. T. B, Field moved the fo g 
resolution : “ That this meeting approves of the endeavour to obtain 
the Parliamentary franchise for women, and urges them to make 
good use of the privilege granted them of voting in County Council 
elections, and to give their votes to those only who will regard the 
welfare of all classes of the community.” Himself a member of the 
extreme Radical wing, Mr. Field summarised the advantages of the 
party of progress, whose principles, rightly administered, ‘aad seknasine 
religious and civil liberty, always aiming at the greatest good of the 
greatest number. The resolution was seconded by Miss Bradley, of 
Sidcot, who in a few terse remarks pointed out that there was a great 
work for women to do, not only or chiefly in public s ing or 
holding meetings, but more particularly in individual intercourse 
with one another,endeavouring to bring home the principles that 
shall in the end brighten the homes and raise to a higher level the 
lives of the people. The President, putting the resolution (which was 
carried), pointed out the disadvantages under which women at present 
labour, when they would gain the ear of Parliamentary represen- 
tatives in any social or other question ly affecting women, 
Edmund Ashby, Esq., of Sidcot, moved the next resolution: “ That 
this meeting records its deep regret at the reference made to the 
Hon. Dadabha Naoroji, in the Corn Exchange, Edinburgh, by the 
Prime Minister, on November 30th, and ex: its earnest hope 
that an early opportunity may be found for the return of the Hon. 
Dadabha Naoroji to Parliament, in order that the people of India 
may see that such treatment of a recent Prime Minister of Baroda is 
not approved by their fellow-subjects at home,” The resolution 
being seconded by Miss Whitting, of Winscombe, was i Mrs, 
H. R, Clarke then sang “Hurrah for Liberty,” in the stirring chorus 
of which all joined, Mrs, Tanner moved a vote of thanks to all who 
had taken Fat, in response to which the Rev, T. B. Field tendered 
the thanks of all present to the president, and the meeting was closed 
ye cas singing of a specially-arranged version of the National 

nthem, 


WINCHESTER. 


.On Tuesday, December 11th, there was a lecture in connecti 
with the above association, on “Home Rule in the Colonies,” the 
Dean of Winchester in the chair. The room was well filled with an 
attentive and a iative audience. After some preliminary remarks 
on the right of Ireland to a liberal measure of Home Rule, the Dean 
introduced the lecturer, Mr. E, J. C. Morton, of the Home Rule 
Union, who er a most exhaustive, instructive, and interestin 
lecture on “ 


ion of this 
colonies, it 


with a hearty vote of ks to the lecturer and to the chairman, 
proposed by Mr. Johnson, the Home Rule candidate for one of the 
County Council divisions of Winchester, and seconded by Miss Ellen 


Chapman, hon, sec. of the association. 


Fa rma] 
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OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS, 


AND POLITICAL LITERATURE GENERALLY, CAN BE OBTAINED FROM 


P. S. KING & SON, 
Parliamentary Booksellers, 
Canada Buildings, King Street, Westninster 
Associations can be supplied with Papers, Returns, Pamphlets, &c., on 
the various questions discussed by them. 
——A MONTHLY LIST SENT ON RECEIPT OF ADDRES8.—— 
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SOLD BY ALL IRONMONGERS AND HOUSE FURNISHERS, 


WHOLESALE ONLY 


J. ROBERTSHAW, ‘‘Climax” Works, Rochdale Rd., Manchester 
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Just Published, Price 1s., by post, 1s, 2d. 


REPORT OF WOMEN’S CONFERENCE 
: On 
WOMEN’S WORK, 
HELD IN 
THE MUSIC HALL BUILDINGS, ABERDEEN, 


ON 
9TH, 10TH, aND 1lr# OCTOBER, 1888. 


UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE ABERDEEN LADIES’ UNION. 
D. WYLLIE & SON, BOOKSELLERS, ABERDEEN. 


THE WANT OF THE DAY 


NO MORE SOFT LINEN WHEN STARCHED. 


Used in the Royal Laundries. Should be used in every house. 


Once Tried, wanted. Makes Old Linen Like New. 
Lal ae iad THE Prince or WALES. 
From THE CHier LAUNDREsS TO E fy a 
‘eat Newton, uear Lynn, Norfolk, Aug. 29, 1879, 
Bir « starch Gloss,” 1 certainly think it a great improvenent— 


Cuan. Yours truly, E. ELDER. 
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London Depdt: 1 and 2, AusTraLian Avanuz, EC. 
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PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, PAMPHLETS, ACTS, 


Mrs. Reaney’s Magazine 


THE MOTHER'S FRIEND 


MONTHLY-—ONH PHNNY. 


The Queen says:—‘ Trusts less to its pictures than to its 
readings, which are designed to convey valuable lessons 
on social, moral, religious, and other subjects. It is a 
very suitable book for home, and should be widely cir- 
culated among the industrial classes.” 


IMPORTANT * LADIES! 


CHRISTMAS PRESENTS! 


FOR FOURTEEN DAYS ONLY! 


Upon receipt of Post-office Order for £1, I will send one 
of my celebrated 30s. Corsets, in black or white, in any 
size, to any ad paid. Send size of waist, and 
say ‘whether for tall or short lady. 


This is a special opportunity for every lady who wishes to 
have a bcod tan , perfect ease, and well-fitting gowns. 


P 0.0 to be made payable at Post-ofice, Buckingham Gate, S.W. 
i iri ti tii ed 


B. BILLINGAY-HART, 


14, LOWER GROSVENOR PLACE, 
EATON SQUARE, LONDON, 8.W. 
ROBINSON & CLBDAVEDR’S 


IRISH CAMBRIC POCKET 
HANDKERCHIEFS. 


SAMPLES AND PRICE LISTS, POST FREE. 


.. Per doz ‘Per dos. 
Children’s...1/2 |. Hem-stitched. 
Ladies’ ...... zat Ladies’ ...... 2/113 
Gents’......... 3/6 | Gents’ ......... 4/11 


EW COSTUMES, MANTLES, SILKS, &c. 
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The NEW BORDERED COST 1 6d. & 2 & 24 guineas. 
The NEW Hey ON CLOTH COSTUM S, latest 
styles, 168, 11d. 2 


5s. 6d. 
BRAIDED COSTUMES of ESTAMINE SERGE, 29s. 6d. 
oe MODES | COSTUMES, a large choice to select 
5 to 20 gui 
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Handsome TAILOR-MADE JACKETS, with Vests, &c., 
218, to 24 guineas. 

ae ndsome FUR a three yas’ on a large purchase 


s, od., 158, od. and 258, 6d., very 
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Prepared by a new and special scientific process, securing extreme cotupnity, 
and developing the finest flavour of the Cocoa. 


SOLUBLE—EASILY DIGESTED—ECONOMICAL. 


Ce ee eee 
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HALF A TEA-SPOONFUL IS SUFFICIENT TO MAKE A CUP OF MOST DHCNS COCOA. 


2S SS OOD ABALLALALAREAAAL GARE EE OS Oi 


TESTIMONIALS. 


Sir C. A. Camenox, M.D., President of the Royal College 
of Surgeons, Ireland, &c.—‘‘I have never tasted Cocoa that I 
like so well, and I strongly recommend it as a substitute for 
tea for young persons.” 


J. Wrsrants OpHerts, M.D.—‘'I find it the most agreeable 
beverage of the kind I have ever tasted, delicious both in flavour 
and odour, most wholesome and easy of digestion.” 


Dr. N. C. Warts, Coroner for the City of Dublin.—“ There 
are innumerable varieties of Cocos, but to my mind incomparably 
the best is ‘Fry's Pure Concentrated Cocoa,’ I have been using it 
myself for some time with manifest at advantage.” 


W. H. R. Sranzey, “D— [consider it a very rich delicious 
Cocoa. It is highly Concentrated, and therefore economical as a 
family food.. It is the par eweelience for children, and gives no 
trouble in making.” 
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88 PRIZE MEDALS AWARDED TO 


J. $. FRY & SONS, BRISTOL, LONDON, AND SYDNEY, HSM 


MAKERS TO THE QUEEN & PRINCE OF WALES. 
ee Be careful to ask for “Fry's Pure Concentrated Cocoa.” 
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